
“YOU CAN TELL PEOPLE OF THE NEED TO 
STRUGGLE, BUT WHEN THE POWERLESS 
START TO SEE THAT THEY REALLY CAN 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE, NOTHING CAN 
QUENCH THE FIRE.” 
– LEYMAH GBOWEE

LEYMAH 
GBOWEE

To learn more about Peace is Loud and other empowering women peacebuilders, visit us at:
WWW.PEACEISLOUD.ORG

2011 Nobel Peace Laureate Leymah 
Gbowee is a Liberian peace activist, trained 
social worker and women’s rights advocate.

She currently serves as Executive Director 
of the Women, Peace and Security Program 
at Columbia University’s Earth Institute, 
and is the founder and current President of 
the Gbowee Peace Foundation Africa, the 
founding head of the Liberia Reconciliation 
Initiative, and co-founder and former 
Executive Director of Women Peace and 
Security Network Africa (WIPSEN-A). She is 
also a founding member and former 
Liberian Coordinator of Women in 
Peacebuilding Network/West Africa Network 
for Peacebuilding (WIPNET/WANEP).

Ms. Gbowee’s leadership of the Women of 
Liberia Mass Action for Peace – which 
brought together Christian and Muslim 
women in a nonviolent movement that 
played a pivotal role in ending Liberia’s civil 
war in 2003 – is chronicled in her memoir, 
Mighty Be Our Powers, and in the 
award-winning documentary, Pray the 
Devil Back to Hell. She holds an M.A. in 
Conflict Transformation and a Doctor of 
Laws honoris causa.

Ms. Gbowee is an advisor for numerous 
organizations, and has held distinguished 
fellowships at Barnard College and Union 
Theological Seminary. She serves as a 
Sustainable Development Goals Advocate 
for the United Nations and as a Member of 
the World Refugee Council. In 2016, she 
was awarded the Lifetime Africa 
Achievement Prize for Peace in Africa by 
the Millennium Excellence Foundation. In 
2017, she was selected by the UN 
Secretary General to serve as a Member of 
his High Level Advisory Board on 
Mediation. In 2018, she was appointed to 
the G7 Gender Equality Advisory Council 
during Canada's G7 Presidency.

“One of the most inspirational 
and powerful books I’ve ever 
read. The story of one 
woman’s struggle against the 
worst and what she can 
teach all of us about finding 
the courage and strength to 
change the world.”

-SHERYL SANDBERG,
Chief Operating Officer

of Facebook

Speaking Topics
• Women of Liberia Mass 

Action for Peace:  How 
sisterhood, prayer and sex 
changed a nation at war

• Crossing borders to find 
common ground

• Can we transform the 
world by unlocking the 
greatness of girls?

• Interfaith dialogue and 
community building

• Promoting peace, confllict 
resolution and 
development in Africa

NOBEL LAUREATE & LIBERIAN PEACE ACTIVIST

To book Leymah Gbowee for your event,
visit peaceisloud.org

or email johna@peaceisloud.org

To book Leymah for an event, 
visit peacesloud.org or email 
johna@peaceisloud.org


