
Clemantine Wamariya is an 
internationally renowned speaker, a 
New York Times bestselling author, 
and an accomplished human rights 
advocate. Her memoir The Girl 
Who Smiled Beads debuted with 
Crown Publishing in April 2018 
and is published in 5 languages 
and dozens of countries. In  
“vivid prose,” the book describes 
Clemantine’s journey from her 
idyllic childhood in Kigali, Rwanda 
up until 1994 to seeking refuge in 
eight different countries throughout 
Africa, to finally receiving refugee 
status in the USA in 2000. 

Clemantine received her BA in 
Comparative Literature from Yale 
University in 2014 and built her 
career as “a compelling storyteller 
and fierce advocate” (Amy Poehler). 
Clemantine has appeared four times 

as a guest on The Oprah Show and 
was appointed by President Obama 
in 2016 to serve on the board of the 
US Holocaust Memorial Museum. 
She brings her powerful perspective 
to various organizations, from her 
2018 TED Talk to the boards of  
Women for Women International 
and Refugee Transitions.

Clemantine shares her stories of 
adversity and seized opportunities 
as a way to reframe the way her 
audiences think, whether it be 
about privilege or basic human 
rights. Clemantine strives to 
catalyze development personally, 
locally and globally. Though still a 
nomad, she is currently based out 
of San Francisco.

CLEMANTINE WAMARIYA

To book Clemantine Wamariya for 
your event, visit peaceisloud.org
or email shonda@peaceisloud.org

STORYTELLER, AUTHOR AND HUMAN RIGHTS ADVOCATE

To learn more about Peace is Loud and other empowering women peacebuilders, visit us at:
WWW.PEACEISLOUD.ORG

“HISTORY DOES NOT REPEAT ITSELF. 
WE REPEAT HISTORY.”

-CLEMANTINE WAMARIYA

Speaking Topics

• Resilience in the face of 
obstacles

 
• Education as 

transformation 

• Scripting one’s own 
narrative 

• Catalyzing Action and 
Development in Africa

• Refugee experiences

Facebook - clemantine.me
Twitter - @clemantine1
Instagram - clemantine1
Medium - @clemantine1
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