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We are often asked how Women, War & Peace came to be. Why were we moved to create a 
documentary film series that explores and exposes the changing and powerful roles of women in 
peacebuilding and in conflict? Why did we seek to tell this story?

For two of us—independent filmmakers Abigail Disney and Gini Reticker—the journey began in 2006, 
when we first met the future Nobel Peace Prize winner Leymah Gbowee. Gbowee’s amazing story of 
how women in Liberia had peacefully organized to halt the Liberian civil war was at that point almost 
completely unknown outside of Liberia. We immediately embarked on a mission to tell that story in what 
became the feature-length documentary Pray the Devil Back to Hell. Along the way, we discovered 
that archival footage of these women was extremely scarce. Videotape featuring combat, warlords, 
boy soldiers bearing machine guns and the risks taken by journalists in the field: this was abundant. 
But while countless eyewitnesses to Liberia’s conflict confirmed that the work of women peacebuilders 
was transformative, it was only intermittently, or inadvertently, captured on tape. Women—despite their 
mighty contributions—weren’t part of the narrative of war. 

Meanwhile, the same reporting gap struck another member of our future team—veteran television 
producer and journalist Pamela Hogan—when she interviewed Iraqi-born activist Zainab Salbi for Wide 
Angle, PBS’s international current affairs series. Salbi’s book The Other Side of War vividly portrays 
what Salbi describes as the unreported “backlines” of war, where women keep life going in the harshest 
of circumstances. Pamela reflected that in her own experience overseeing Wide Angle’s six seasons on 
the air, war stories almost always seemed to focus on men and guns. “Who’s doing the documentary 
about the other side of war?” Pamela asked Salbi, certain that such a film must be in the works. “No 
one,” came the reply.

The three of us were galvanized by what we recognized as the media’s blind spot in reporting on 
women in conflict—and on women’s growing and formidable role in fostering resolution and restoring 
security when the guns stopped. We agreed that the opportunity to do something together was 
compelling, and we decided to address the omission of women’s stories from wartime reporting by 
producing a series of films that would illuminate the complex, nuanced and global experiences of 
women in conflict settings. Women, War & Peace was born. After nearly three years of production, 
Women, War & Peace aired as a five-part series on American public television in the autumn of 2011. 
It features the stories of courageous women who are changing the rules of engagement and working 
for peace and justice in Afghanistan, Liberia, Colombia and Bosnia. Now, we want the films to touch 
audiences around the world, including people in conflict zones who can learn from—and add their 
stories to—the experiences of conflict and peacebuilding featured in Women, War & Peace.

LETTER FROM THE CREATORS OF 
WOMEN, WAR & PEACE

~Abigail E. Disney, Pamela Hogan and Gini Reticker
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Women, War & Peace is a five-part documentary film series that challenges the conventional wisdom 
about war. It proposes a basic question: What if we looked at war through women’s eyes? What if 
we looked beyond familiar images of male soldiers and ammunition and saw women—emerging as 
witnesses, courageous survivors, peace activists, political negotiators, advocates for justice, and heads 
of state? In five films, Women, War & Peace takes us to Bosnia, Liberia, Afghanistan and Colombia 
to report the stories of women in hotspots all over the world. By placing women at the center of a 
discourse about global security, the series offers a critically important perspective on war today.

Peace is Loud uses the power of media to amplify women’s voices for peacebuilding. Our organization 
envisions a future in which women are central to building peaceful, secure and prosperous societies. 
We are proud to work with Fork Films and WNET in partnership with Film Sprout to support the creation 
of this guide for Women, War & Peace screening series hosts around the world.

ABOUT WOMEN, WAR & PEACE 

ABOUT PEACE IS LOUD
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Adopted unanimously on October 31, 2000, the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 (SR 
1325) represents the Security Council’s landmark commitment to women in conflict situations. It seeks 
to repair the lack of equal participation of women in peace and post-conflict negotiations across the 
world and to safeguard women and children wherever conflict erupts. An extension and culmination 
of previous UN security resolutions and international treaties, SR 1325 makes clear that women’s 
participation and security is critical for international peace and security. The resolution provides a 
groundbreaking policy and practical framework for the emerging field of Women, Peace and Security. 
In particular, SR 1325 asserts the importance of women to conflict prevention, conflict resolution, post-
conflict negotiation and peacebuilding and peacekeeping efforts. It mandates women’s participation in 
such efforts. And it reaffirms the need for international, legal protection of women and girls both during 
and after war. Moreover, it documents the UN Security Council’s concern that women and children 
represent a disproportionate majority of people harmed by armed conflict—as targets, refugees, 
internally displaced persons and combatants. 

Those responsible for implementing SR 1325 include not only the UN Security Council, but also all UN 
member states and UN entities; the UN Secretary General; and all parties to conflict. Member states, 
in particular, are legally bound to implement the Resolution at the national level. Their support is urged 
through National Action Plans (NAPs) that provide for women’s participation in peace and conflict decision-
making; the protection of women and girls; and training on gender for all involved in peace processes.

Beyond its impact on national and international diplomacy and politics, SR 1325 has also gained the 
support of a broad coalition of non-governmental organizations working toward women’s increased 
participation in peacebuilding. And it has encouraged economic and philanthropic support to women 
peacebuilders worldwide. In 2010, 36 private US and international foundations made grants totaling an 
estimated $36 million in support of women, peace and security initiatives. Almost half of those dollars 
supported the mobilization, training and education of women.1 

Still, there is more work to be done. Across the world, women continue to be sidelined in peace 
negotiations and post-conflict elections, and they remain targets of violence. Many UN member states 
have yet to create or to implement NAPs that outline clear steps toward the participation and protection 
of women—and the prevention of gender-based violence and marginalization. While progress has been 
achieved since 2000, women still represent a minority of negotiators and mediators involved in major 
peace processes, and funding for women’s issues in post-conflict countries remains minimal, lagging 
far behind support for international development, humanitarian relief and global health.2

These remaining gaps highlight the important role civil society organizations and women’s groups can 
play in holding UN member states accountable to SR 1325’s mandates. Their involvement before, 
during and after the creation of NAPs can help to ensure that local, national and international policy on 
war and peace safeguards the interests, rights and participation of women.

ABOUT WOMEN, PEACE AND SECURITY
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Hosting a local screening series to showcase Women, War & Peace for a live audience can offer your 
community a unique forum for education, inspiration, discussion and advocacy.  

Whether your screening series brings disparate voices and communities together around the same 
story, or provides a safe and inclusive gathering for audiences who share common experiences and 
backgrounds, it can create an opportunity for thoughtful communication and powerful social and 
civic action. Moreover, it will provide you with the chance to form an intimate group of motivated and 
informed viewers whose shared experience of the series will push awareness of women’s roles in war 
and peace in new directions. 

Before you embark on hosting your own screening series, study the tips below to ensure that your 
events are productive and welcoming and rich with conversation, debate and understanding.

 Begin by finding a good location for your event. You’ll want to be sure that your venue is easy to 
find for members of your community, that it can accommodate a broad audience (young, old, people 
with disabilities), that it is secure and that it’s technically equipped to show a film on DVD. This 
means you should have: 

 access to a consistent electrical source; 
 a laptop or desktop computer with a DVD player or a standalone DVD player; 
 a projector and screen or a monitor or television set large enough for all to see;
 a good sound system.

 To get started, try to use space at a local school, place of worship, library, quiet outdoor park, 
community center or cinema. Wherever you choose to host your series, be sure to anticipate and 
troubleshoot any technical difficulties that might distract your guests during the viewing experience, 
such as low volume, traffic noises or light from nearby windows. 

 Next, pick a series of dates for your screenings. Each of the five films in the Women, War & Peace 
series is just under an hour in length, and we recommend that you show all five. This will help your 
audience learn about the diversity of experiences borne by women in conflict settings, and it will provide 
a series of consistent, regular gatherings that can deepen discussion and coalition building in your 
community. You may wish to identify five consecutive weekly dates for a five-week series or spread your 
screenings out over the course of an entire season or year. In any case, be sure to avoid scheduling 
screenings on dates that conflict with local holidays, school vacations or religious ceremonies.  

 Now it’s time to invite audience members and special guests, including speakers who can moderate 
or lead a question-and-answer session after your screenings. If you need inspiration for post-film 
conversation, peruse the discussion questions provided in the following pages of this guide. You 
may also wish to brainstorm several additional discussion items of your own or ask special guests 
to prepare their own questions for your audience.

BRINGING WOMEN, WAR & PEACE
TO YOUR COMMUNITY

BEFORE YOUR SCREENING SERIES
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 Welcome your guests to your venue and introduce the series as well as the specific film you will 
show. You may also want to begin by sharing your first experience viewing Women, War & Peace 
or by relaying the creators’ inspiration for Women, War & Peace as told in the Letter from the 
Creators on page three. Encourage your guests to stay after the film ends for a discussion. 

 If you will have a guest speaker, discussion moderator, or panelists join your conversation after 
the film, introduce him or her to the group after your screening ends. If the conversation will be 
audience-generated or if your group is small, you may wish to offer a few initial observations or 
questions to inspire reflection from the audience.

 Many in your audience will want to know how they can learn more about Women, War & Peace; 
the women and organizations featured in the series; acquiring a DVD; or hosting events. Send 
them to womenwarandpeace.org for more information about the series, and to peaceisloud.org for 
screening series resources and translated versions of this guide. Encourage them to join the global 
conversation online via Women, War & Peace’s social media platforms.

AT YOUR SCREENING SERIES

AFTER YOUR SCREENING SERIES

JOIN WOMEN, WAR & PEACE’S GLOBAL COMMUNITY ONLINE
Visit womenwarandpeace.org to learn more about the series.

Visit peaceisloud.org to find out more about planning screening events
and resources on women, peace and security.

facebook.com/WomenWarPeace
@WomenWarPeace

facebook.com/PeaceisLoud
@PeaceisLoud
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 Finally, test your DVD and equipment, preferably on the same machines and in the same venue 
you’ll host your series.  In particular, make sure that: 

 the DVD plays all the way through;
 the projector, audio and DVD player cables fit;
 the sound is audible (even in the back of the room);
 the video picture is the right shape and size;
 your venue space gets completely dark;
 the screen, monitor or wall where the video is playing is visible to all.

http://www.womenwarandpeace.org/
http://www.peaceisloud.org/
http://www.womenwarandpeace.org/
http://www.peaceisloud.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WomenWarPeace
https://twitter.com/WomenWarPeace
http://www.facebook.com/PeaceisLoud
https://twitter.com/peaceisloud


1. The women of Liberia chose peaceful protest over violent confrontation, showcasing a range of 
creative peacebuilding tactics—public protest, a sex strike, a human barricade, an all-white uniform 
and the threat of social taboos. Why were these strategies ultimately powerful enough to overthrow 
Charles Taylor’s regime and stop a war? 

2. Liberia’s women bonded together across religious lines, forming a coalition of Christian and Muslim 
women. Do you think interfaith cooperation was an important piece of their success? Why or why 
not? Would interfaith cooperation work in your community? Do you think faith leaders have an 
obligation to organize for peace or to protest violence and conflict? 

3. Leymah Gbowee says that she and her fellow peace protesters served as the “conscience” of the 
men at the negotiating table during Liberian peace talks. How can women—or other groups—serve 
as the symbolic “conscience” of warring, violent or corrupt parties? Can the international community 
play a similar role? How? 

4. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is the first woman president of Liberia—and first elected president of any 
African nation. But she is among only 12 women presidents currently serving worldwide. Do you 
think Madame Sirleaf’s role as a woman influences her governance? Do you think global politics 
would change if more women served in political office?

Liberia’s civil war destroyed the country’s infrastructure, obliterated its basic public services and 
ravaged its civil society. Between 1989 and 2003, the war left 250,000 dead and many thousands more 
homeless, hungry and in constant fear for their lives.

Pray the Devil Back to Hell is the astonishing story of the Liberian women who took on the warlords and 
challenged the regime of dictator Charles Taylor in the midst of the war, winning a once unimaginable 
peace for their shattered country. As the rebel noose tightened around the capital city of Monrovia, 
thousands of women—ordinary mothers, grandmothers, aunts and daughters, both Christian and 
Muslim—formed a thin but unshakeable barrier between the opposing forces. In one memorable scene, 
the women barricaded the site of stalled peace talks in Ghana and refused to move until a peace 
agreement was forged.

Armed only with white T-shirts and the courage of their convictions, the women of Liberia literally faced 
down the killers who had turned their country into hell on earth. Their demonstrations culminated in 
Taylor’s exile and the rise of Africa’s first elected female head of state, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. Inspiring 
and uplifting, Pray the Devil Back to Hell is a compelling example of how grassroots activism can alter 
the history of nations.

PRAY THE DEVIL BACK TO HELL
LIBERIA

ABOUT THE EPISODE

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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Leymah Gbowee is a Liberian peace activist, trained social worker and 
women’s rights advocate. She is founder and president of Gbowee Peace 
Foundation Africa; co-founder and executive director of the Women 
Peace and Security Network Africa (WIPSEN-A); and head of the Liberia 
Reconciliation Initiative. She is also a founding member and former Liberia 
Coordinator of the Women in Peacebuilding Network/West Africa Network 
for Peacebuilding (WIPNET/WANEP). Gbowee’s leadership of the Women 
of Liberia Mass Action for Peace, which brought together Christian and 
Muslim women in a nonviolent movement against Liberia’s civil war, played 
a pivotal role in ending that conflict in 2003. In 2011, Gbowee was awarded 

the Nobel Peace Prize alongside Liberian president Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and Yemeni human rights 
activist Tawwakol Karman. She is based in Monrovia, Liberia and is the mother of six.

WW&P: How long did it take for the women’s peace movement to build in Liberia? 

LG: In Liberia, we first built on a movement created by older women who had been working before 
us. And we identified one of those women—a woman who had been in the vanguard of the existing 
movement—as someone who could guide us. Still, it took us two and a half years to build the Liberian 
Mass Action for Peace campaign: one year of awareness-building, six to nine months of training, and 
about a year of movement-building. And then we launched the campaign. 

But of course you can’t ever say, “We’ve built the movement!” Because even after we launched the 
campaign, we were still building the movement. For example, every evening during the campaign, 
we came in from the airfield, where we were protesting, into a room to talk about the issues that were 
transpiring, good and bad. When apologies were due, we gave them. And when we were able to fix 
things, we fixed them. Movement-building was for us an every-day thing. There was never a day when 
we stopped and said, “We’ve arrived.”

WW&P: In your experience, what did the women of Liberia bring to the peacebuilding process 
that was different from what men brought?

LG: The first thing we brought to the table was an understanding that the movement for peace was 
more important than our own personal feelings. When you watch Pray the Devil Back to Hell, you 
see that the men were all jockeying for personal power during the peace negotiations. The women 
were only protesting for peace. Second, the men in the peace negotiations were talking about solving 
political problems only. The women were bringing the human dimension of the crisis in Liberia to the 
peace table—the way that war destroys families, creates hunger, displaces people from their homes, 
interrupts children’s schooling, puts women at risk of sexual violence. That’s a different dimension. 
Third, we brought perseverance without finances. No one paid us. The official negotiators were taking 
per diems; they were living in the best hotels. For the women, it was a sacrificial thing.

But the final thing that I think we brought to the table was our collectiveness. We worked beyond our 
individual interests. Around the negotiating table, men were forming coalitions based on political and 
material interests, and placing those before shared national interests. In contrast, the women showed 
that even though we represented different ethnic groups—and even though we came from groups that 
were killing each other—we were holding on together because of this one thing: Liberia is first. That 
was the difference we brought to the table. 

ANSWERS FROM LEYMAH GBOWEE
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WW&P: You have called the power of nonviolent protest “invincible”. What makes nonviolent 
protest powerful? How can it be mightier than violent protest?

LG: The most powerful thing that anyone can do in this world is to look at the killer of their children and 
engage them without taking out a gun. Mothers know how dear our children are. And to know someone 
who was directly responsible for the death of our child, and to be sitting with that person and talking 
directly with them without taking up a knife or a gun, that’s the most powerful thing. 

Put another way, imagine you slap me, and you feel powerful. The reaction you intend to get is a 
slap back, because then you receive another forceful reaction. That’s the only way you know how to 
function. But then imagine that you slap me, and I look at you and say, “That was wrong. You should 
not have done that; that is not the way to handle the issue.” Whether you want to admit it or not, I have 
disarmed you. Your anticipated response—retaliation—is not valid. You’re totally thrown off guard. The 
same is true of violent dictators. Imagine I am a nonviolent activist and put in prison. And imagine now 
that the people who support me want to rise up. And I say, “Yes, but don’t throw a stone; don’t shoot a 
gun. Just use your words to confront violence.” Those who would use violence against my supporters 
now have no way of retaliating. My nonviolent protest has become a very powerful thing. 

But more than resisting and disrupting retaliation, I’ve learned that we must also resist bitterness and 
anger, because bitterness and anger are affiliated with violence. We have to cut out bitterness and 
anger from the negotiating process constantly. That’s a very powerful thing. That’s a different form, 
on a different level, of power. If we can achieve that, we can show people who would otherwise resort 
to violence and retaliation that there is another way: diplomatic efforts, words, meetings. In this way, 
nonviolent activists can complement the efforts of official diplomats. While diplomats are shuttling back 
and forth between warring parties to reach agreements, nonviolent activists are out on the ground, 
telling people that there are nonviolent ways to solve the issues for which they’re fighting. Activists are 
reaffirming for their communities what the diplomats are saying: “There are people who feel the same 
as you do, who have gone through what you’ve gone through, but who have chosen to solve their 
problems nonviolently. There’s another way out of these issues.” 

WW&P: You mention resisting retaliation, but where does forgiveness fit into the peace process? 
Do you think it’s appropriate to forgive war criminals? 

LG: I think forgiveness is necessary for reconciliation to take place. But we should not mix forgiveness 
with impunity: these are two different things. I can forgive you, but that doesn’t mean that you should 
not answer for your crime. Forgiveness is the one of those two actions that is necessary for moving on. 
As a survivor of conflict, you do not want to be stuck at the place of your traumatization, so you have to 
let go. Forgiveness is about taking that breath and letting go. But forgiveness is not impunity. In order 
for many female conflict survivors to move on with their lives, they have to let go. But does that mean 
that the people who raped or abused them should not pay for their crimes? The answer is no. This is 
where restorative justice comes in.3
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In 1992, when war broke out in the former Yugoslavia, Serbian and Bosnian Serb armed forces and 
paramilitaries launched a campaign of terror against the Bosnian Muslim population. Some of the 
worst ethnic cleansing and atrocities committed during the bitter war took place in the Foca river valley. 
There, thousands of Muslim civilians were terrorized, relegated to concentration camps and executed. 
Before the war, Foca was an ethnically mixed community of forty thousand—half Muslim, half Christian. 
By war’s end, fewer than 100 Muslims remained. Each of Foca’s 14 mosques was destroyed, and the 
town received a foreboding new name, Srbinje: “place of the Serbs.”

Counted among the survivors of the Bosnian war are the tens of thousands of women and girls who 
were systematically gang raped, tortured and imprisoned by Serb-led forces as a tactic of ethnic 
cleansing. I Came to Testify is the moving portrait of two of these women, both from Foca. One took 
the witness stand against her attackers in an international court of law, paving the way toward a 
momentous and precedent-setting verdict: the prosecution of rape and sexual enslavement as a crime 
against humanity. The other woman—forced to press her case in Bosnia’s national courts—still waits 
for justice while her attacker walks free. Her experience exposes the scar that sexual violence has left 
on Bosnia: the continued suffering of female war survivors who are waiting for justice to be served. 

Returning to Bosnia 16 years after the end of the conflict, I Came to Testify illuminates the momentous 
courage of Bosnia’s female war survivors in testifying to the world about their torture. At the same time, 
it explores the staggering gap between the legal triumph they made possible at The Hague, and the 
ongoing trauma of the vast majority of female war survivors, who have not been able to confront their 
rapists in a court of law.

I CAME TO TESTIFY
BOSNIA

ABOUT THE EPISODE

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How does learning about the use of rape as a deliberate tactic of degradation and terrorization in the 
Bosnian war inform your perception of the role of women in war? How were women’s bodies used as a 
battleground in that conflict?

2. Women are often portrayed as victims of war, even if they survive to protest or testify to the torture or 
assaults that accompany conflict. Do you think the women in I Came to Testify should be called victims, or 
survivors? Do you think the name we give to women who live through conflict situations matters? Why? 

3. One witness explains that her Serbian attackers “thought that none of us would survive to tell the 
truth.” Do you think survivors of torture and sexual assault have a responsibility to bear witness to the 
crimes they have suffered or seen? How do you think survivors of such war crimes should manage 
the tension between their fear of retaliation, the trauma of re-telling their stories, and their desire for 
justice? How can their testimony shift the judicial and reconciliation processes that follow war?  

4. In I Came to Testify, the verdict given in international court is celebrated as a watershed decision 
in the prosecution of war crimes. But in Foca, most perpetrators of sexual assault remain 
unprosecuted and free to walk the streets. Do you think the decision made at The Hague reflects a 
victory or a failure for Foca’s female war survivors? Why?
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Fadila Memisevic is the director of the Bosnia and Herzegovina section 
of the Society for Threatened Peoples, a human rights organization 
dedicated to the ongoing documentation of the human rights abuses and 
war crimes—including mass rapes—carried out during the Bosnian war. 
Her work is centered on the goal of peaceful coexistence and unity among 
Bosnia’s diverse religious communities and ethnic groups. She is a vocal 
advocate for survivors’ rights, including the right of all refugees to return to 
their hometowns; to form associations of war survivors; and to government 
compensation. A founder of the Zenica Centre for Research on War Crimes 
and Genocide, Memisevic has interviewed or received statements from more 

than 10,000 women raped during the Bosnian war. She is based in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

WW&P: Despite the International Criminal Tribunal’s decision to prosecute rape as a crime 
against humanity in the aftermath of the Bosnian war, you have noted that many of the war’s 
rape survivors continue to suffer. What can governments and non-governmental organizations 
do to improve the situation of survivors?
 
FM: Many victims of rape are stigmatized, left alone and forgotten. Many live on the edge of society and 
on the edge of physical existence. They are traumatized and they have difficulty dealing with that trauma. 

This is particularly true because the situation of many rape survivors is complicated by the political 
structure created by the Dayton Peace Accords in the aftermath of the Bosnian war. This agreement 
provided for two independent political entities in the region: the Republika Srpska [Bosnian Serb 
Republic] and the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The majority of female rape survivors were 
originally from the cities and villages of Republika Srpska; this is the region where the mass expulsions, 
mass murders and mass rapes occurred. But the Republika Srpska does not recognize rape survivors 
as civilian war victims. Those women who have returned to their pre-war homes in Republika Srpska 
therefore cannot realize the material compensation and benefits the state provides to civilian war 
victims. In contrast, women who were from or have returned to what is now the Federation of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina do have the status of civilian war victims and receive material compensation and 
benefits that secure their survival. 

This inequity illustrates that one of the most important things for rape survivors is the harmonization of 
state laws, which would provide for the equitable treatment of and benefits provided to all female rape 
survivors—not just those who live in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The state government 
must adopt laws that will allow all rape survivors, no matter where they live, to receive the same rights 
and benefits. Non-governmental organizations can campaign to support these changes at the state level.

WW&P: The trauma caused by rape—and in particular the gang rape, torture, and enslavement 
inflicted upon women in the Bosnian conflict—affects not only the individual survivor, but also 
her whole family. What can communities do to provide support?

FM: Rape has a powerful—perhaps the strongest—impact on the family of the survivor. For example, 
there is trauma surrounding the children who were born as a result of wartime rape, who are now 
adolescents. For the most part, these children don’t know their origins. And their mothers are not ready 
to tell them yet. There is also trauma suffered by the husbands of the raped women.

What is crucially important in these situations is the involvement of the entire society in the healing of 
the traumatized family. The social community must help the survivor and her family to overcome the 
trauma, alongside a dynamic support network of professionals, including psychologists, physicians, 
sociologists, social workers and educators who can work slowly, over time, with the family.

ANSWERS FROM FADILA MEMISEVIC
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WW&P: You have said that the women survivors of the massacre at Srebrenica, in which an 
estimated 8,000 Bosnian Muslims were killed, “want the truth”. Who do you think benefits from 
truth telling and transparency in the aftermath of conflict? 

FM: The truth is as important for victims as it is for their executors. Survivors need to know the identities of 
the perpetrators who committed crimes against them, so that they know the perpetrators are being punished 
appropriately. And the truth will also help those responsible for war crimes. When the truth about their 
crimes is known, perpetrators can face their own pasts and admit publicly that they feel sorry and ashamed.4
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1. Clemencia Carabali teaches her young son that participation in one’s community means organizing 
meetings, listening and being heard. Does this picture of civic involvement reflect her and Francia 
Marquez’s experiences in the La Toma land negotiations? Do you feel that Carabali and Marquez 
are heard? By whom? Do you think the Afro-Colombian community is heard? 

2. Carabali and Marquez and the communities they organize rely on several strategies to resist 
displacement from their land: nonviolent protest; redress through the legal system; coalition building 
and the engagement of the international community. Which of these tools do you think is the most 
effective? Why?

3. A 2009 Colombian constitutional court order mandates that Colombian officials protect Afro-
Colombian communities at high risk of displacement and defend the rights of those already 
displaced, including their rights to shelter, to employment and to land. To date, the Colombian 
government has not put this order into practice. Should the international community play a role in 
ensuring that this order is implemented? Why or why not? 

4. Official counts put the number of internally displaced Colombians at nearly four million, but actual 
totals are even higher, since many displaced Colombians are not formally registered. How can 
governments accurately count the number of refugees living within their borders? How can they 
ensure the safety of a displaced population—and specifically women and children, who are often 
disproportionately vulnerable to sexual assault, malnutrition and disease?

Nearly four million people in Colombia are refugees in their own country—uprooted from their homes 
by the ongoing violence between the Colombian government, guerrillas and paramilitary groups. A 
staggering 80% of those uprooted are from the country’s rural coastlines and borderlands. While in the 
capital of Bogotá the threat of violence has waned, a gold rush in Colombia’s countryside has triggered 
a new wave of violence. For villagers living in gold-rich lands, assassinations, loss of livelihood and 
forced displacement are daily threats.

The film The War We Are Living travels to Cauca, a mountainous region in Colombia’s Pacific 
southwest. Here we meet Clemencia Carabali and Francia Marquez, members of an Afro-Colombian 
mining community that is fighting to hold onto the land that has sustained it for centuries. They are 
part of an emerging network of female leaders who find that in wartime, women can organize more 
freely than men. As they defy eviction and paramilitary death threats, Carabali and Marquez stand 
up for generations of Afro-Colombians whose legal rights have not been protected by the Colombian 
government. Their campaign is not only a plea for land and culture, but also a powerful voice of protest 
against the use of terrorization and displacement as a deliberate strategy of war.

THE WAR WE ARE LIVING
COLOMBIA
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Clemencia Carabali is a leading champion of Afro-Colombian human and 
territorial rights in Colombia and a founder of the Municipal Association 
of Women (ASOM), an organization of women’s groups from Colombia’s 
Cauca region. Carabaldi leads training workshops for local women, seeking 
to maximize their contributions to peacebuilding efforts and to better equip 
them to resist displacement, violence and the violation of their human rights. 
She has spoken in defense of Afro-Colombian and indigenous rights at the 
Organization of American States Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights and at the Washington Office on Latin America, and she is a vocal 
advocate for the implementation of Colombia’s 2009 Constitutional Court 

Order 005, which orders Colombian officials to protect Afro-Colombian communities at high risk of 
displacement and to safeguard the rights of those already displaced.

WW&P: In Cauca, the interest of powerful multinational corporations in the region’s gold-rich 
mountains continues to threaten the homes, land and livelihood of more than 1,000 families.  
Are corporations obligated to protect human rights? Can local, ground-up efforts apply 
meaningful pressure to global corporations? 

CC: Yes, clearly, corporations have an obligation to change policies and activities that threaten human 
rights. Large companies are the primary generators of violence, social inequality, and corruption in 
Colombia and elsewhere, because they are looking for profits at any cost. By changing their current 
profit-seeking practices and adopting responsible, respectful and just practices, there would certainly be 
more respect for the rights of the people.

But grassroots efforts can only combat corporate policies when strong communities know how to 
defend their rights, have the assistance of networks and organizations that defend human rights, and 
gain the support of sectors in the international community that are interested in building a just world 
where we all fit.

WW&P: What guidance do you give to women whose family members have been killed by 
armed violence? How do you encourage women who have suffered such traumas to turn to 
nonviolent means of resistance? How do you, personally, find the courage to organize for 
peace amid violence?

CC: I invite women who have lost husbands and sons to begin with forgiveness. It is not easy, but acts 
of magnanimity free and strengthen us. Responding to violence with violence generates more violence. 
We as women are called on to generate life, peace and freedom. We plant the seeds, and we must 
generate the conditions so that the seed can grow. We are not alone; we must support ourselves 
through our families and communities. We can do this together.

I personally find the courage to organize for peace in the midst of violence and intimidation through 
my children—above all—and through the rest of my family, my community and the other women who 
support and accompany me. They give me the strength and the spirit to continue in the face of adversity.

ANSWERS FROM CLEMENCIA CARABALI

15



WW&P: Do you feel that your efforts to resist violence and protect the rights of those living 
in the Cauca region have the support of the Colombian government? How effective is the 
constitutional court order that orders protections against displacement for indigenous and 
Afro-Colombian people? What can the international community do to ensure the Colombian 
government implements these protections?

CC: No, we do not have the support of the government at all. What I have felt during my work in 
defense of my family, my community and our rights is open persecution as a human rights defender 
of our people. But if the orders moved from paper to practice, it would be an important advance in the 
recognition of, and compliance in protecting, the rights of Colombia’s black communities. The current 
lack of adequate compliance of these orders by the state makes the orders ineffectual. 

The international community could help to close this gap between paper and practice by making 
implementation of the order a condition for international assistance to Colombia and by overseeing the 
application of that condition. Additionally, it’s important that international players directly consult with 
local communities and community organizations.

WW&P: You have stressed the importance of family in efforts to stop violence in conflict areas. 
Does women’s peacebuilding work engage the family unit? 

CC: Women are leaders in their families and in many social processes. They articulate roles, thoughts 
and actions. In that regard, women engage their families with their work. You can never forget that the 
family is fundamental—it is the motor, the light and the guide—and it should always be the first priority 
in peacebuilding and anti-violence efforts. 

In turn, the family can support women’s peacebuilding. Husbands and children can support women’s efforts 
and become involved in the activities that women organize in order to promote peace efforts led by women.5
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1. Peace Unveiled offers glimpses into Afghan women’s victories, including increased opportunities 
for education and employment. How do these gains compare with the violence and exclusion they 
suffer? Has progress for women outpaced setbacks? 

2. The women featured in Peace Unveiled make a point of being visible. Parliamentarian Karokhail 
runs for office despite threats against her life. Women remain at the peace jirga, despite Taliban 
attacks. Secretary Clinton urges the Afghan women at the London Conference to stand up and be 
recognized. Nevertheless, an advisor to Afghan President Hamid Karzai has suggested that Afghan 
women participating openly in political life only increase the Taliban’s appeal for conservative 
Afghans. Do you think women’s conspicuous engagement in political life is important? Or should 
they work behind the scenes? 

3. The UN requires that women be included in all post-conflict peacebuilding. But some male Afghan 
leaders fear that it is precisely this UN and “Western” support of women that will put peace at 
risk—by allowing the Taliban to claim that the Afghan government has been co-opted by foreign 
values. Do you think these fears are justified? Will increased visibility of women make the Afghan 
government stronger or more vulnerable?

4. Secretary Clinton continues to showcase her support for Afghan women, but she also promotes US 
efforts to strengthen the Afghan government, which has not made women’s political participation a top 
priority. Could Clinton do more to support women’s efforts? What are the limitations of her position? Are 
there other international figures who could successfully champion the rights of Afghan women? How?

After the Taliban were overthrown in Afghanistan in 2001, the lives of many Afghan women improved, 
particularly in urban areas. Women are now no longer officially required to wear the burqa, many girls 
attend school, and women have begun voting and working outside the home. Furthermore, the new 
Afghan constitution allots 25% of the nation’s 249 parliament seats to women.

But progress remains elusive, and women and girls continue to be targets of violence and intimidation. 
Especially in Taliban strongholds like Kandahar, Afghan women seeking a public life risk harassment, 
assault and even assassination. Despite their mandated representation in parliament, they still struggle 
to have a meaningful role in bringing an end to war. And as NATO plans to withdraw its combat forces, 
a potential peace agreement with the Taliban is underway. Afghan women fear that the Taliban’s 
demands will jeopardize their hard-earned gains and undermine their work to secure rights for women.

Peace Unveiled follows three Afghan women—one a parliamentarian, another a former midwife, the third 
an activist—as they maneuver against formidable odds to have their voices heard at the peace table. Going 
behind closed doors, Peace Unveiled watches as the women’s case is made to US officials, including 
Ambassador Karl Eikenberry, Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women’s Issues Melanne Verveer, General 
David Petraeus and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. Clinton herself admonishes that peace and justice 
“can’t come at the cost of women and women’s lives.” But can she enforce this commitment?

PEACE UNVEILED
AFGHANISTAN
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Orzala Ashraf Nemat is a scholar and a prominent civil society activist 
whose work empowers women and youth in Afghanistan to be agents of 
change. In 2010, she founded the Youth and Women’s Leadership Centre, 
where she currently serves as executive director. Previously, Ashraf Nemat 
worked for 12 years as founder and chair of Humanitarian Assistance to the 
Women and Children of Afghanistan, where she lead, created and delivered 
training programs for women and children in displaced communities in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. During the Taliban regime she risked her own 
life to launch underground education programs for women and establish a 
safe house for victims of domestic violence. Ashraf Nemat holds a master’s 
degree in development planning from the University of London and has 

received both the Yale World Fellowship and Chevening Fellowship. She is currently working on her 
PhD thesis on local governance and women’s participation in local decision-making processes. 

WW&P: As a civil society activist, you have worked to advance the rights of women in 
Afghanistan, in particular by increasing women and girls’ access to education. Is there a 
connection between education and peacebuilding? 
 

OAN: I believe strengthening access to quality education is one of the key areas to focus on in 
peacebuilding efforts. Our country has suffered from more than three decades of violent conflict and 
injustice. The most dominant culture promoted throughout this period has been the culture of war. It has 
even influenced our curricula. For instance, bullets replaced apples in wartime mathematics curricula 
for primary school students—as in “two bullets plus two bullets equals four bullets.” Promoting a culture 
of peace means replacing those bullets with non-war and non-discriminative symbols. It means the 
topics taught in our schools should promote peace and peaceful solutions for problems. 

In particular, working with children on peacebuilding is so important and effective. I remember a group 
of elders from Western Nuristan who came to visit me in Kabul after a peace education program my 
organization had led in their community. One elder told me, “At first we wondered why you are choosing 
to teach only the children about peace. Then we noticed that when children come home and teach us 
about what they’ve learned about peace, it has a strong impact on us. We elders feel embarrassed to 
keep up something bad in front of our children.” These words from an ordinary village elder sum it up: It 
is so important to focus on education of children in order to educate the whole community about peace. 

That said, the critical point to understand is that ensuring access to education only brings you halfway 
toward the goal of really educating people. The other half of the goal is improving the quality and content 
of the education itself. Indeed the latter is key to providing a good and sustainable path toward peace.

WW&P: How do the roles of women in rural areas differ from the roles of women in Afghanistan’s 
urban centers? Is peacebuilding work spread evenly among rural areas and cities? 

OAN: When there are discussions about women’s participation in decision-making and leadership, 
everyone has an image of a literate, educated, urban woman sitting in the same room with men. No 
one ever imagines a rural person—not even a man—in this same setting! 

But Afghanistan is indeed a country where more than 70% of the population is rural and lives in far 
and remote areas. If one looks at this number and then looks at where most of the “capacity building” 
and “empowerment” projects have been implemented in Afghanistan, one learns that, sadly, most 
projects are being implemented in cities as opposed to rural communities. So there is still a huge need 
to mobilize women in the rural communities and encourage them to take active part in the decision-
making and leadership of their communities.

ANSWERS FROM ORZALA ASHRAF NEMAT
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WW&P: You’ve mentioned that there is much work to be done in improving access to and quality 
of education in Afghanistan. But for those women and girls without education, is there still an 
opportunity to contribute? 

OAN: There are many opportunities for civil society organizations to work with women who are unable to 
read and write, so that women who are illiterate can still take part in peacebuilding and nation building. 

At this stage, a good number of women leaders in rural areas are women who have broken many 
taboos in pursuing participation in local leadership. But these women need a space in this work—a 
place where their talents and leadership skills are not measured by their level of literacy. Building 
the capacity of rural women to contribute is a task that needs to be focused on if we want to take a 
comprehensive approach to nation building.6
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1. War Redefined draws a distinction between “old wars”—World War I and II, for example—and “new 
wars” like those fought in Libya, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Bosnia and Afghanistan. Do 
you think “war” is an appropriate term for all of these conflicts? Should modern conflicts be called 
something else? Do you think the name we give a conflict matters?

2. News reports on war and conflict often gloss over the roles women play as combatants, targets, 
survivors, witnesses, and advocates for peace and justice. Has War Redefined changed your 
understanding of the impact of war on women—and women on war? Do you think it’s important to 
highlight and acknowledge women’s contributions? If so, what can you do in your community to 
make those contributions more visible?

3. Professor Cynthia Enloe defines “security” as more than protection from violence. She argues the 
concept also applies to daily concerns such as access to running water, employment and electricity, 
and freedom from the fear of assault and malnutrition. How do women in conflict situations provide 
security to their families and communities? How can the international community support women in 
their efforts to safeguard human security in the aftermath of war?   

4. Until the wars in the Balkans and Rwanda, women’s stories about the use of rape as a deliberate 
strategy of war were not widely acknowledged or part of the public record, even at the Nuremberg 
Trials following World War II. Why do you think that is? Do you think silencing this issue helps to 
bring peace or to deter it?

The capstone film of Women, War & Peace, War Redefined offers incisive interviews with leading 
thinkers, political leaders and seasoned survivors of war and peacemaking. Urging a critical re-
examination of modern warfare, War Redefined distinguishes between “old wars,” in which armies 
fight in organized combat, and today’s wars, in which small arms and light weapons are often aimed at 
civilians. Moreover, it reflects on and reveals the evolving role of women in conflict, not only as targets, 
but also as powerful brokers of diplomacy, justice and peace.

Through probing conversations with US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton; former US Secretaries of 
State Condoleezza Rice and Madeleine Albright; Liberian peace activist Leymah Gbowee; Bosnian war 
crimes investigator Fadila Memisevic; and former UN Peacekeeping Operations Commander Major 
General Patrick Cammaert, among others, War Redefined is an unprecedented inquiry into the ways 
war shapes women’s lives—and into the ways women are shaping the future of conflict.

WAR REDEFINED
OVERVIEW
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Zainab Salbi is the founder and former CEO of the humanitarian and 
development organization Women for Women International, which provides 
direct aid, micro-credit, job-skills training and rights-awareness education 
to hundreds of thousands of women in conflict and post-conflict settings 
around the globe. She is the author of Between Two Worlds: Escape from 
Tyranny, Growing Up in the Shadow of Saddam; The Other Side of War: 
Women’s Stories of Survival and Hope; and a forthcoming book, If You 
Knew Me, You Would Care, which highlights women’s views on war and 
peace.  In 2011 The Guardian named Salbi one of the Top 100 Women 
Activists and Campaigners; Newsweek and The Daily Beast named her one 

of the 100 Extraordinary Women Who Shake the World; and The Economist Intelligence Unit named 
her as one of the most inspirational women in the world. To date, Women for Women International has 
served 316,000 women worldwide and distributed more than $103 million in aid and loans. 

WW&P: You have pointed out that conflict breeds betrayal and distrust, which in turn leads 
women—particularly women who have survived rape—to retreat from community, civic and 
economic life. Can advocates for women’s increased participation in peacebuilding help to 
restore trust and faith to women in conflict areas? 

ZS: Women are great at building bridges of dialogue and reconciliation, and trust and faith can indeed 
be rebuilt. But we cannot look at the need for dialogue and peacebuilding in isolation of local people’s 
realities or their need to rebuild their lives in practical ways. 

Think of it this way: we all function best in our lives when our families’ and our own basic needs 
are met. It’s no different for those who have survived wars in countries like Bosnia, Afghanistan or 
Iraq. In a conflict area, when a person’s basic needs are met—when there is access to food, water, 
electricity, jobs, schooling for kids—that person is more likely to be open to dialogue, reconciliation and 
sustainable peacebuilding. I would even dare to argue that women who are united in addressing how to 
practically rebuild their lives and those of their families are more inclined to collaborate with one another 
in peacebuilding efforts, too.

WW&P: You said once that “I find it amazing that the only group of people who are not fighting 
and not killing and not pillaging and not raping…the group of people who are mostly…keeping 
life going in the midst of war, are not included at the negotiating table.” What is lost when 
women are excluded from peacebuilding negotiations?

ZS: Peace is rarely defined simply as an end to fighting. Rather, those who live in war see peace as 
multi-faceted. Peace means stability, jobs, schools, food, working hospitals and electricity, running water.  
But when peace negotiations are kept exclusive to men who have participated in the fighting, or who are 
politicians in power, the definition of peace becomes limited to “ending the fighting as seen by men.” 

If we include women equally in peace negotiations, the discussion becomes deeper and more thorough. 
Women can offer to the conversation their understanding of what it means to keep life going during 
war—and what society needs to prioritize to keep life going in times of peace. Their exclusion stems 
from a more general devaluing of women’s contributions, and a lack of understanding of the impact of 
women’s contributions. But countries can spare themselves years of agony if they include women at the 
peace table from day one.

ANSWERS FROM ZAINAB SALBI
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WW&P: You’ve dedicated much of your career to increasing opportunities for vocational 
training for women in post-conflict countries. What is the role of job training in the preparation 
of women to contribute to the economy and the security of their families and communities? 

ZS:  Women always work. That is never the question. The question is whether they get paid and 
recognized for their work properly and sufficiently. In my experience, earning a cash income does 
contribute to shifting a woman’s perceived value to her family and her community. Her work in this 
case is monetized, and the monetary value of one’s work is, of course, how societies are used to 
measuring a person’s value. And when a woman’s value shifts from unpaid labor to paid labor, and 
she is fully in charge of the cash in her hands, her role shifts from a person who is taken for granted 
to a decisionmaker to be listened to. Often whatever stigmas she was dealing with disappear as her 
economic power grows. 

I personally believe a woman’s ability to earn an income is vitally important on many levels—both 
personal and political—and for women of all socioeconomic backgrounds. First, it paves the way for her 
to have a respected say in her family. In turn, a woman’s contributions in the family have a documented 
and measured positive impact on the economic growth of her community. The more women’s economic 
contributions are valued in her community, the more society sees how women impact the larger 
economy and takes the step to listen to what women have to say about peace and political stability. 
In short, as women’s economic power grows, their participation shifts from being at the margin of the 
discussion about peace to being at its core.7
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