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“I WANT TO CHANGE THE INTERPRETATION 
THAT HUMAN RIGHTS LAW HAS MISSED 
THE WOMEN’S PERSPECTIVE. WE HAVE TO 
START LISTENING TO THE WOMEN 
CONCERNED.” 
– MADELEINE REES

MADELEINE 
REES

To learn more about Peace is Loud and other empowering women peacebuilders, visit us at:
WWW.PEACEISLOUD.ORG

Madeleine Rees is Secretary 
General of the oldest women’s 
peace organization, WILPF, and 
courageously exposed human 
rights abuses related to the sex 
trade in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Since its establishment in 1915, 
WILPF has connected women from 
around the world who are united in 
working for peace by non-violent 
means, promoting political, 
economic and social justice. 

In her role as Secretary General of 
WILPF Madeleine is using her long 
legacy of fighting for women’s 
human rights to ensure that 
women are included in peace 
negotiations and transitional 
justice processes. Madeleine was 
former UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, and former head of 

the Women`s Rights and Gender 
Unit, Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights.

She has been a featured 
panelist and speaker for many 
organizations, universities and 
conferences, including The 
Women, Power and Politics 
Conference, University of 
California - Berkeley, Fordham Law 
School and The New York City 
Alliance Against Sexual Assault. 

FUN FACT ! 
Madeleine is portrayed by Vanessa 
Redgrave in Laryssa Kondracki’s 
film The Whistleblower, about 
Nebraska cop Kathryn Bolkovac’s 
experience in Bosnia uncovering 
sex trafficking.

Speaking Topics

• Syria’s peace process

• Immunity and impunity 
in peacekeeping

• UN peacekeepers and 
human trafficking

• The rule of law and 
transitional justice in 
protecting social and 
economic rights

• Using law to describe 
the different experiences 
of men and women, 
particularly in 
post-conflict situations
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